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Over 70,000 security personnel were deployed across Afghanistan to protect voters

Afghanistan's  was finally held on 28 September amid much-delayed presidential election
several violent attacks causing hundreds of casualties.

The polling was held amid the Taliban's call to boycott the "symbolic and fake" elections and 
threats to attack campaign rallies.

There were strong indications that the  held over the past one year in US-Taliban negotiations
Doha would result in an agreement, which might reduce the violence. But President Donald 
Trump's announcement (on 7 September) to abruptly end the talks further compounded the 

 to the election process.challenge
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The fear of imminent violence is seen as one of the main reasons for a drastically low voter 
turnout in the election. Official figures say that only 2.6 million people (around 27 percent), out 
of 9.6 million registered voters, came out to cast their ballots.

"It was an act of bravery as the Afghan people cast their votes despite security threats. But the 
turnout was very low," a former deputy defence minister, Tamim Asi, told Ariana News TV on 2 
October.

Meanwhile, the Taliban used the low turnout to claim that the election was "rejected and 
".spurned by the masses

Scale of violence, its outcome

Data gathered by BBC Monitoring from 28 July - when campaigns officially began - till 28 
September shows that at least 230 people were killed and 396 injured in election-related 
violence. Non-combatants that included civilians, election officials and campaigners comprised 
36 per cent of the deaths and 84 per cent of the injured.

A total of 41 election-related security incidents took place during this period.

The day of voting saw the maximum violence and the highest number of casualties. On this 
day, a total of 33 security incidents - 80 per cent of all the violence related to the presidential 
poll - were recorded, in which at least 149 people were killed and 234 injured.



The fatalities on the election day included 110 Taliban, 23 military personnel and 16 civilians; 
while the injured included 37 Taliban, 25 soldiers, three policemen, 18 officials of the 
Independent Election Commission (IEC) and 151 civilians.

These figures do not include the casualties from the routine violence in Afghanistan, such as 
clashes between security forces and insurgents aimed at taking control of a territory or suicide 
or other attacks aimed at causing general disruption. 
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Main targets 

During the campaign period, the team of President Ashraf Ghani, who is seeking re-election, 
faced maximum attacks (total four) and suffered the highest number of casualties. This 
happened as Ghani faced sharp criticism from his political rivals over alleged misuse of state 

 for his election campaigns.facilities

Some 74 people were killed, which included 55 campaigners, 10 civilians, four military 
personnel and five unidentified people in the attacks on Ghani's election team. The attacks left 
160 wounded, which included 104 campaigners and 56 civilians.

The deadliest of these was an attack on the office of Ghani's first running mate Amrullah Saleh 
- on the very first day of campaigning - in which over 22 members of his campaign team, eight 
civilians, and four military personnel were killed along with the four attackers. The attack 
injured 50 civilians. The Taliban were blamed for the attack, but the group did not claim 
responsibility.

The Taliban had claimed responsibility for the attack on Ghani's rally

In another incident, a suicide bomber targeted Ghani's rally in Chari Kar city of eastern Parwan 
province around 10 days before the voting. A total of 31 campaigners and an unidentified 
person were killed and 97 campaigners injured in the attack.

Campaign rallies of Abdullah Abdullah and Gulbuddin Hekmatyar were also targeted. Two 
people were killed and two others injured in these attacks.
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Some 19 attacks were carried out against election centres, while 10 were directly targeted at 
voters. Three incidents were targeted at election campaign offices and two were aimed at 
rallies. Most of the attacks were bombings.

Afghan security forces had also launched operations against insurgents - especially on the 
voting day - in order to secure the electoral process.

The most affected group

Out of the 230 fatalities, 115 were Taliban, 27 were military personnel, 55 were campaigners, 
27 were civilians and five were suicide attackers who died in the attacks. Out of the 396 
injured, 37 were Taliban, 25 military personnel and three policemen. The injured also included 
106 campaigners and 18 IEC officials, while the rest were civilians.
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Taliban fighters comprised over half of the fatalities at a time when the insurgent group is said 
to be in its strongest position since 2001. A  indicated that the BBC report in January 2018
group is "openly active" in 70 per cent of Afghanistan.

Around 35 percent of the killed people were non-combatants that included common civilians 
and campaigners of political parties.

Civilian casualties in Afghanistan have always been a matter of concern for international 
bodies and human rights groups. A BBC research in August 2019, a month before the election, 
said that .75 people are killed daily in Afghanistan

"The disregard for civilian life exhibited by parties to the conflict in recent days, especially in 
indiscriminate attacks, is appalling," Tadamichi Yamamoto - the UN secretary-general's special 
representative for Afghanistan - had said just two days before the elections.

The Taliban, as well as government forces, always however deny reports about civilian deaths 
and injuries caused by their attacks.

Who was responsible for these attacks?

Out of the 41 attacks, 30 were carried out by the Taliban, one by the Islamic State group and 
four by unknown assailants.

Government forces were responsible for four security incidents - which apparently involved pre-
emptive attacks on militant positions and against the Taliban's bid to target an election-related 
facility. At least 27 people were killed and 20 injured in the action by government forces.

Two incidents had happened for other reasons, say clash and stampede among supporters of 
candidates.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-42863116
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-49662640


BBC MONITORING



© British Broadcasting Corporation 2019

How the data was gathered?

The data was collected from Afghan media reports. A number of prominent Afghan media 
sources were thoroughly scanned for violence specifically targeting election processes, 
infrastructure or personnel. Taliban and IS media outlets were also included. 

Every incident was recorded and categorised according to the nature of the attack, targets, 
number of casualties, location, source of information etc.

Afghan forces as well as the Taliban, both tend to exaggerate the other side's casualties and 
downplay their own losses. Therefore, efforts have been made to validate all the reports of 
violence and casualty figures, especially conflicting claims made by the warring sides, from a 
second media source. However, where double-sourcing  from two independent sources was 
not possible, figures cited by the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) news agency were taken into 
account. AIP's main bureau is located in Pakistan's Peshawar city  and even though it has 
close contacts with the Taliban, AIP's figures tend to be reliable as it often uses its contacts 
with the insurgents, local officials and eyewitnesses to report on the casualties.

Some of the claims made by the warring sides about casualties of their operations on the 
election day have not been included in the final report as they could not be confirmed from a 
second source, such as AIP. These are - the Taliban's claim that it carried out 531 attacks on 
the polling day, which killed and injured 422 security personnel; the Islamic State group's (IS) 
claim that its attacks in Nangarhar province resulted in 170 casualties; and the Afghan Defence 
Ministry's announcement that 346 insurgents were killed in its operations on the polling day 
and a day before it.
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